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Introduction

Winter: One of the toughest  
tests for any site
Dark nights, harsh weather, and reduced staffing levels 
over the festive period can expose costly and disruptive 
hidden risks, from burst pipes and equipment damage  
to theft, vandalism, and lone-worker safety concerns.

That’s why the Orbis integrated winter protection  
approach covers every layer: 

Prevent | Protect | Monitor | Respond

This guide brings together practical steps, expert insight, 
and trusted Orbis solutions to help you stay ahead of 
these challenges.

Whether you manage vacant properties, active 
construction sites, or critical infrastructure, we’re here 
to help you protect what matters most this winter: your 
people, your property, your projects - and your peace of 
mind over the Christmas break and beyond.

Don’t let cold weather  
freeze your security

Book your FREE Winter Site 
Assessment or FREE Lone Worker 
Assessment now to ensure your 
sites and teams are fully protected 
before Christmas.
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Winter business risks - by numbers

Ready to take action?
Even preventing a single 
winter incident could save your 
business thousands - and our 
experts can help you focus on 
the risks that matter most.

Book your FREE Winter 
Site Assessment or 
FREE Lone Worker 
Assessment now. We’ll 
help you stay secure, 
compliant and confident, 
all winter long. 
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Theft

£708 million

£155 million

£13 million

£17,000+ 

6.3 million

£500  
million+

£573 million

£16,000

80% increase in enquiries  
relating to stolen machinery  

2024 - an all-time high

Source: Allianz, 2024

£500 million+ lost by UK 
employers each year through 
winter injury claims and lost 

productivity - with costs to the 
individual incalculable

Source: Health and Safety  
Executive (HSE)

An estimated £708 million of 
flood-related damage across 
England and Wales between 

2016-2019, with non-residential 
property most affected (40%)

Source: DEFRA 
 / Environment Agency

£155 million in business  
property claims from Storms 

Babet, Ciarán and Debi

Source: Association of British  
Insurers (ABI), 2023

642,000 
incidents of 
workplace 

violence (threats 
and assaults) 

in England and 
Wales - with 

public-facing, 
construction 

and engineering 
workers among 

those most 
affected

Source: Health  
and Safety  

Executive (HSE), 
2023/24

The equivalent of £13 million 
every day paid out by insurers 
in 2023 to help homeowners 

and businesses cope with 
unexpected and unwanted 

events like flooding and theft

Source: Association of British  
Insurers (ABI), 2024

The average homeowner claim 
for burst pipes - with higher 

costs likely for business premises 
once repairs and operational 

delays are factored in

Source: Association of British 
Insurers (ABI), 2024

6.3 million homes and businesses 
in England at risk from winter 

flooding caused by rivers,  
surface water and the sea

Source: Environment  
Agency, 2024

54% rise in robbery of business 
premises in year ending 

December 2024

Source: Office for National  
Statistics (ONS), 2024

£102 million paid to UK 
businesses in Q4 2024 for 

weather-related damage and 
operational interruption

Association of British  
Insurers (ABI), 2025

£573 million in weather-damage 
insurance claims during  

2023 - the highest on record 
for UK property

Source: Association of  
British Insurers (ABI), 2024

The economic cost per  
MWh of lost electricity supply 

during power outages

Source: Ofgem (Value of  
Lost Load benchmark)
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Construction & Infrastructure
Keeping large and complex sites 
secure through winter
Winter brings significantly increased risk to 
construction and infrastructure sites, from 
machinery theft and vandalism to weather-related 
damage, costly downtime and reputational damage. 

Effective planning and protection now keeps sites 
safe, compliant, and on schedule through the colder 
months - and beyond.

A 2024 report 
revealed UK plant 
theft at an all-time 
high, with an 80% 
increase in enquiries 
relating to stolen 
machinery being 
reported over the 
past 12 months.

The risk The solution

Theft of tools, vehicles, 
machinery or materials  
during darker hours or  
reduced staffing

EnviroFence™: Stable, sustainable fencing that withstands high winds 
and frost

Rapid-deployment CCTV Towers: With thermal imaging options to 
detect heat in low light/poor visibility, and Orbis AI threat detection to 
filter genuine alerts from false ones

Vacant Property Alarms: Round-the-clock protection, instantly 
detecting and alerting unauthorised access or security breaches

Manned Guarding & Security in Residence: Visible deterrence and 
immediate on-site presence for defence, high value or high-risk sites

Flooding or storm damage 
halting work

Flood & Environmental Sensors: Early alerts to prevent downtime

Property & Site Inspections: Rapid post-storm checks and reporting

Lone-worker exposure on 
skeleton shifts or during 
community work

Lone Worker Solutions: BS 8484-accredited and tailored to risk level - 
from one-touch panic alerts and GPS tracking, to tilt and lack-of-motion 
detection - monitored 24/7/365 by our Alarm Receiving Centre (ARC)

Power cuts disabling  
CCTV or alarms

CCTV Towers (hybrid power): Maintain visibility even in power outages

Smart Access Systems: Secure, traceable access unaffected  
by power loss

Vehicle damage or accidents  
on icy access roads

Cleaning & Clearance Services: Keep access routes safe and 
operational

Vandalism or trespass  
on idle sites

Steel Security Screens & Doors: Reinforce entry points  
and deter intrusion

Unauthorised occupation Enforcement & Eviction Services: We’ll help you regain  
control quickly and lawfully

Potential fire or electrical fault 
caused by weather exposure

Property Inspections: Identify and address hazards before they happen

Risks and solutions
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In 2024, the Association of 
British Insurers (ABI) reported 
that the average homeowner 
claim for burst pipes 
exceeded £17,000 - with far 
higher costs likely for business 
premises once remediation, 
redecoration, and reletting 
delays are factored in.

 

Vacant Property
Protecting unoccupied buildings 
from damage, loss, and 
unauthorised habitation 
Vacant buildings are at their most vulnerable in 
winter, when freezing temperatures, damp, and 
intruders can strike without warning. 

Proactive planning, smart monitoring and rapid 
response keep damage, costs and disruption 
firmly under control.

The risk The solution

Burst pipes and water damage Heating & Mould Prevention Systems: Maintain safe internal 
temperatures and prevent freezing

Damp, mould and pest 
infestation

Pest Control & Cleaning: Keep properties compliant and hygienic

Heating & Mould Prevention Systems: Maintain airflow and  
humidity levels

Unauthorised entry, occupation 
or anti-social behaviour

Steel Security Doors & Screens: Robust, weatherproof  
and intruder-resistant

Smart Access Systems: Controlled, auditable entry for  
contractors or agents

CCTV Towers: Provide temporary surveillance and visible deterrence

Manned Guarding & Security in Residence: On-site deterrent  
for high-risk periods

Vandalism or unauthorised 
gatherings causing property 
damage

CCTV Towers: Detect and record intrusions in real time

Property Inspections: Scheduled visits to identify and report  
new damage

24/7/365 ARC Monitoring: Immediate alert and escalation to  
emergency response teams

Fires, leaks or hazards going 
undetected

Environmental Sensors: Monitor temperature, humidity and  
smoke for early warning

Missed compliance checks 
and subsequent insurance 
invalidation

Vacant Property Inspections: Photographic reports and regular 
monitoring to maintain compliance

Digital Reporting Platform: Centralised record of all inspections  
and actions, for clear audit trail

Fly-tipping or waste 
accumulation around void 
properties

Environmental Cleaning Teams: Maintain safe, compliant external 
environments

Unauthorised occupation Enforcement & Eviction Services: We’ll help you regain  
control quickly and lawfully

Graffiti or criminal damage CCTV Towers: Capture incidents in real time 

Cleaning & Restoration Services: Restore property condition quickly
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Risks and solutions
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During the December 
2022 freeze-thaw event, 
Affinity Water recorded 
604 mains bursts 
- a 196.1% increase 
compared to the same 
period the year before.

 

Renewable Energy & Utilities
Protecting remote assets in 
challenging conditions 
Harsh winter weather and power outages can 
halt access, damage assets, and interrupt 
supply across critical sites. For utility providers, 
there’s additional financial and regulatory risk 
if services are disrupted without evidence of 
reasonable preparation. 

Continuous monitoring and remote response 
keep essential services protected, compliant 
and fully operational.

The risk The solution

Panel or cable theft from 
isolated sites

CCTV Towers: Hybrid or solar-powered for off-grid reliability

Manned Guarding & Security in Residence: Visible deterrence  
and rapid response

Flooding affecting 
infrastructure

Environmental Sensors: Monitor humidity remotely

Property Inspections: Verify condition and coordinate quick  
remedial action

Power loss disrupting 
monitoring

CCTV Towers (hybrid power): Maintain coverage and alert continuity

Lone-worker exposure to 
threats or accidents

Lone-Worker Protection: Immediate alerts with GPS tracking

24/7/365 ARC Monitoring: Continuous response and escalation

Access roads blocked or  
unsafe during snow and ice

Property Inspections: Regular access checks and reporting

Emergency Response Teams: Support to maintain safe entry and exits

Equipment failure or damage 
during extreme weather

Planned Maintenance: Scheduled checks and protective enclosures  
for sensitive kit

Vandalism or trespass at 
remote locations

CCTV Towers: Monitor perimeter breaches

Manned Guarding & Security in Residence: Visible deterrence and 
immediate on-site presence  

Fire or electrical hazard Environmental Sensors: Detect temperature spikes or  
electrical faults early
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Risks and solutions
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Property Management  
& Corporate Estates
Keeping workplaces safe, 
compliant, and operational 
through winter
When temperatures drop, the risk of leaks, 
power failures and compliance issues rises fast. 
When teams wind down for Christmas, so does 
routine maintenance - but missed checks can 
have lasting consequences, as insurers rarely 
make exceptions for seasonal lapses.

Proactive planning protects your properties, 
budgets and reputation - before small issues 
become costly setbacks.

The risk The solution

Slips, trips and liability  
claims caused by ice, leaks  
or poor lighting

Planned Maintenance & Cleaning: Maintain safe access and  
prevent hazards

CCTV Towers: Monitor key access routes and external areas

Power failures affecting  
alarms, refrigeration or  
access control

Smart Access Systems: Control contractor and cleaner access  
with full audit trails

CCTV Towers (hybrid power): Maintain visibility during power outages

Reduced staffing  
during holidays creating 
security gaps

Lone-Worker Protection: BS8484-accredited safety devices  
and monitoring

24/7 ARC Monitoring: Instant response to alarms or welfare alerts

Missed maintenance checks  
or service disruptions

Property Inspections: Regular checks to maintain compliance

Heating & Mould Prevention: Maintain safe conditions  
in underused areas

Unauthorised access to 
restricted areas

Smart Access Systems: Ensure secure, traceable entry management
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In the final quarter of 2024, the 
Association of British Insurers 
(ABI) reported £102 million in 
payouts to UK businesses for 
weather-related damage and 
operational interruption.

Risks and solutions

Winter Security & Monitoring Guide 2025/2026 Winter Security & Monitoring Guide 2025/2026



 

Local Authorities  
& Social Housing
Protecting communities and 
public assets from winter risks
Winter puts pressure on every level of housing 
and community management - the properties 
themselves, the residents who rely on them, and 
the teams who keep them safe and maintained. 

Integrated protection helps maintain safety, 
service continuity and community trust, even  
in the toughest conditions.

The risk The solution

Burst pipes and damp in void or 
vulnerable homes

Drain Down Service and Heating & Mould Prevention Systems: Prevent 
freezing and damp

Void Property Inspections: Identify leaks or heating failures early

Unauthorised entry, vandalism 
or anti-social behaviour in 
empty units

Steel Security Doors & Screens: Protect and weatherproof vacant 
properties

CCTV Towers: Deter vandalism and provide recorded evidence

Manned Guarding & Security in Residence: Visible deterrence for 
problem areas

Tenants’ safety during extreme 
weather or power loss

Flood & Environmental Sensors: Detect water ingress or frost risk early

24/7/365 ARC Monitoring: Fast welfare response and issue escalation

Missed compliance checks 
leading to reputational or 
financial risk

Pest Control & Hygiene Services: Maintain healthy living standards

Property Inspections: Provide documented evidence of compliance

Fly-tipping or waste 
accumulation around void 
properties

RapidCam: Powered by Orbis AI, helps social housing teams spot and 
remove fly-tipping faster - keeping sites clean and compliant 

Environmental Cleaning Teams: Maintain safe, compliant environments

Emergency housing callouts or 
welfare checks during severe 
weather

24/7 Mobile Response Teams: Support for urgent site visits and tenant 
assistance

Fires or smoke damage from 
faulty heating

Environmental Sensors: Detect temperature changes or smoke early

Graffiti or vandalism of 
community buildings

CCTV Towers: Record incidents and deter repeat offences
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HSE data recorded 
642,000 incidents  
of violence at work  
in 2023/24, with  
public-facing workers  
at the highest risk.

Risks and solutions
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Lone & Remote Workers
Protecting your people, wherever 
and however they work
Winter brings added risks for those working  
alone or in small teams. 

Darker nights, reduced staffing, and icy conditions 
heighten the risk of accidents and isolation - 
making real-time monitoring and rapid response 
crucial to protect the wellbeing and confidence  
of your team.

The risk The solution

Working in isolation during  
dark hours or poor weather

Lone-Worker Protection Devices: A wide range of discreet panic  
alarms, fall detection and GPS tracking

Slips, trips and falls on frozen 
or uneven ground

Tilt and trip sensors, with 24/7/365 ARC response: Immediate 
response to welfare alerts or incidents, or inactivity

Limited communication 
in remote areas

Smart Access Systems: Record every site entry and exit automatically

Lone-Worker App: Maintain contact even in low-signal areas

Aggression or violence  
from intruders or members  
of the public

RedAlert Integration: Direct link to ARC for rapid police or response 
team activation

Fatigue or cold-related  
health issues

Training & Support: Help teams use technology confidently and work 
safely within HSE guidelines

Stress or isolation during 
prolonged lone work

Reassurance, support and escalation through trained ARC operators
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The HSE reports that 
while lone working doesn’t 
always mean a higher risk of 
violence, it does make lone 
workers more vulnerable, as 
the lack of nearby support 
makes it harder to prevent 
incidents or call for help.

Risks and solutions
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Winter Readiness Checklist
Every winter costs UK businesses 
millions - are you protected?
Our at-a-glance guide offers a snapshot of how 
prepared your business is for the colder months. 
It’s not exhaustive - that’s what we’re here for.  
Use it as a starting point, or better still, book  
your FREE Winter Site Assessment or FREE 
Lone Worker Assessment and let us do the  
hard work for you.   
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Unsure about your winter  
readiness? We can help.

Book your FREE Winter Site 
Assessment or FREE Lone Worker 
Assessment now to ensure your 
sites and teams are fully protected 
before Christmas.

1.    Perimeter & Access Security
→	 �Perimeter fencing secure, stable and resistant 

to wind or frost

→	 �CCTV and lighting fully operational, with  
stable power and connectivity

→	 �Access-control systems up to date, traceable  
and regularly tested

→	 �Security locks, alarm systems, key safes and  
gates functioning correctly

→	 �Lone-worker devices active and connected 
to 24/7/365 monitoring (ARC)

2.   Property & Site Condition
→	 �Roofs, gutters and drainage checked and  

clear of debris

→	 �Heating systems running safely to prevent  
frozen pipes

→	 �Water systems protected from frost and  
leaks, and drained down if unused

→	 �Windows, doors and vents sealed to reduce 
draughts and damp

→	 �Flood or environmental sensors installed  
and working

→	 �Welfare facilities heated, well lit, and stocked  
for winter conditions

3.   Safety & Compliance
→	 �Fire alarms, extinguishers and emergency  

lighting tested

→	 ��Electrical safety and PAT testing up to date

→	 ��Pest control and hygiene services scheduled

→	 �Cleaning plans adapted for winter hazards  
(ice, mud, wet floors)

4.   Maintenance & Monitoring
→	 �Property inspections scheduled and logged

→	 �Trees, scaffolding, signage, and loose materials 
inspected and secured

→	 �Maintenance visits booked before the  
Christmas break

→	 �Storm-response plan and call-out process in place

→	 ��Emergency contacts up to date and accessible

→	 ��Insurance documents reviewed and compliant
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Next steps:  
Free assessment  
& action plan
Tailored advice to identify risks, protect your 
team, and strengthen winter resilience 
Our free assessments help you spot vulnerabilities 
early and plan for them before they cause disruption. 
We’ll highlight any gaps in your protection and provide 
a tailored, no-obligation plan based on your budget, 
operations and risk level - giving you complete 
confidence for the colder months ahead. 
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1.    Winter Site Assessment
→	 �Ideal for property, facilities, utilities  

and construction sites

How it works:
1.	 �Book now: We’ll be in touch to arrange a 

convenient date to visit

2.	� Site visit & assessment: Our specialist will 
inspect your site, identifying vulnerabilities 
and opportunities for improvement

3.	� Receive Winter Site Protection Plan:  
Your tailored, no-obligation proposal 
including:

→	 �A clear overview of your winter risks  
and vulnerabilities

→	 �Tailored recommendations with  
costed options

→	 �Simple next steps to ensure you’re  
winter-ready

Book your free Winter Site  
Assessment now 
 
Tip: Don’t delay – book now to ensure 
protection is in place before the  
Christmas period.

2.    Lone Worker Assessment
→	� Ideal for those managing remote,  

public-facing or isolated teams

How it works:
1.	� Book now: We’ll contact you to arrange 

a convenient time to discuss your 
requirements

2.	� Assessment & review: Our specialist will 
assess your current lone-worker setup, 
identify gaps in safety, communication  
and compliance, and discuss your goals

3.	� Receive Lone Worker Security Plan:  
Your tailored, no-obligation proposal, 
including:

→	 �A clear overview of your lone-worker  
risks and requirements

→	� Practical recommendations with  
costed options

→	 �Simple next steps to strengthen safety, 
compliance and confidence

Book your free Lone Worker  
Assessment now
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Why choose Orbis

Proven protection.  
Trusted nationwide. 
When winter brings uncertainty, you need a 
partner you can depend on. With over 40 years’ 
experience, more than 600 dedicated specialists 
and a national presence across 25 UK locations, 
Orbis delivers comprehensive security and 
monitoring services for vacant properties, 
construction sites, infrastructure assets  
and more.

We combine nationwide reach with local 
expertise to give you complete confidence 
that your people, properties and assets are 
protected - whatever the weather.

What sets us apart
→	 �Proven experience: Four decades securing 

people, property and assets across every major 
sector - backed by long-term partnerships built 
on trust and results.

→	 �Nationwide coverage: With depots and offices 
across the UK, we deliver consistent standards 
and rapid response wherever you’re located.

→	� Certified quality: A wealth of accreditations 
underlining our commitment to industry-leading 
standards.

→	 �In-house expertise: All engineers and support 
staff are highly trained to deliver consistent 
quality and trusted service across the UK.

→	� Sustainable commitment: Our operations are 
Net Zero Carbon Certified, and we continually 
strive to offer low-impact products such as 
EnviroFence™, our sustainable alternative to 
standard site fencing.
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Ready to take action?

Book your FREE Winter Site 
Assessment or FREE Lone Worker 
Assessment now. We’ll help you stay 
secure, compliant and confident, all 
winter long.
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Orbis Protect Limited
Head Office: Beaufort House, Cricketfield Road, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB8 1QG 
Company Reg: 02476859

Protect your people, 
property and assets 
all winter long

@OrbisProtect @OrbisProtect orbisprotect.com

https://x.com/orbisprotect
https://www.orbisprotect.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/orbisprotect-limited/about/
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